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This year has been a busy year for our Matoska students 

as well as students across the globe.  We constantly fill our 

bucket with random acts of kindness to learn new things 

about our community and friends.  From field trips to in-

house guests, a family night dance party to curriculum 

night, Matoska families were busy with amazing and 

informative events.  Our second graders have been 

enjoying swim lessons at the White Bear 

YMCA and 

learning to be 

safe in the water.  

They have also 

been showing off 

their cannonball 

skills. 

What do 

you get when you mix ART 

with CRAZY HATS?  You 

get some awesome 

PICTURES!   

IMPORTANT DATES  

Winter Break - Dec. 24-Jan. 1 

MIPTO Meeting Dates - Jan. 8, Feb. 
12, Mar. 12, Apr. 9, May 14, June 11. 
6:30pm in Media Center. 

Leonardo’s Pizzeria - First Tuesday of 
the Month from 4pm to close– Jan. 8 
(rescheduled due to holiday), Feb. 5, 
Mar. 5, Apr. 2, May 7, June 4. 

Family Movie Night - Friday, January 4 
for Grades 3 –5 and January 11 for 
Grades K-2. 

Brrr…It is getting cold 

outside!  Don’t forget 

your weather-

appropriate clothes, 

including gloves, 

scarves, and hats.  

Chapstick is also good to have around 

for those extra cold and windy days.  

Don’t forget to label your belongings 

and check the lost and found! 



STORYTELLING! 

Do you have a story to tell?  Are 
you going on a field trip and want 
to share what you learned?  
Submit articles and pictures to 
MATOSKAPARENTS@GMAIL.COM 

to have your information shared 

with other Matoska Families.   

Movie Night Update (1/4/2013) 

Grades 3-5: 

Wear your PJ's, bring a blanket and 
pillow and get ready to enjoy 
delicious popcorn and watch a funny 
movie. You voted for The Muppet 
Movie!! So come join Kermit, Miss 
Piggy and more as they make you 
laugh. We hope to see you there!! 
For the safety of everyone, any 
student not accompanied by an adult 
will not be permitted to participate in 

this event. 

Movie Night Update (1/11/2013) 

Grades K-2: 

Wear your PJ's, bring a blanket and 
pillow and get ready to enjoy delicious 
popcorn and watch a G-rated movie. 
You voted for Phineas and Ferb!! So 
come join them on a exciting 
adventure. We hope to see you there!! 
For the safety of everyone, any student 
not accompanied 
by an adult will 
not be permitted 
to participate in 

this event. 
 

Action Team (formerly known as Student Council) Events… 

written by Shea Raeburn, 3rd grade Action Team Member 

We are now an action team because we are "taking action" by 
helping others in our community, state, and world. The team is 
made up of two students per class in third through fifth grade. 

In January we will have new members from the K-2 grades. 

We have started by trying to problem solve here in our school 

by: 

 We designated a new wall for our wall ball games with the 

new addition coming. 

 We have found a new spot for all the lunch bins to go, so 
they are out of the hallway; this was a safety issue as it 

was a fire hazard. 

 We are being energy efficient by turning off lights when 

not in use, unblocking air vents etc. 

 4. We collected change throughout all classrooms in our 
school for a needy family in White Bear Lake so we can 
help them with Christmas. We collected $1200! So now 
we can help three families instead of one. Way to go 

Matoska! 

 We also collected toys for the Lion's Club to send to other 

less fortunate kids that need help with Christmas. We 

collected an estimated 50 toys. 

Winter Break is around the corner 

What are you going to do for the Winter Break?  Draw or paint a 

masterpiece, read a book, take pictures of the scenery, sing 

songs, volunteer at a food shelf, cook a meal (with help from an 

adult), call your relatives, play YAHTZEE!, make your own 

flashcards, build a snowman, learn a new song in a different 

language, try out a dance class, go swimming, watch a movie, 

watch a movie after you read the book, make thank you cards, 

make a couch fort, have your own wacky hair day, give hugs and 

kisses to your family, have a tea party, write book, draw a book… 

There are many things you can do over the Winter Break.  

Whatever you plan on doing over the break, stay safe, warm and 

don’t forget to get some rest.  



YEAR-END DONATIONS! 
As an International Baccalaureate school, our goal is to develop 
lifelong learners who are compassionate and knowledgeable 
inquirers.  As a means to accomplish this goal, we must provide our 
students with a variety of learning opportunities in which to explore 
and discover.  In addition, with the state withholding 40% of public 
school education funding to balance the state’s budget, schools 
must find a way to continue to meet all of their monthly financial 
commitments with only 60% of the funding. The MIPTO has set a 
goal to raise $25,000 this year, which is approximately $50 per 

family, to help enhance the quality education here at Matoska International. 

Donating to a qualifying non-profit organization can be especially appealing at the end of the year. Please 
consider giving to the Matoska International Parent/Teacher Organization, MIPTO, before the new year! Your 
gift will help us enhance programs for all students. To donate, visit us online at 

www.matoskaparents.weelby.com. 

INFORMATION AT A GLANCE 

Important Numbers: 

Attendance Line:  651-653-2848. 

Transportation Changes? Contact 
Carolyn Kay in the main office at 651-

653-2847. 

Brrr...it is cold outside!  Make sure to 
dress appropriately for whatever 
weather conditions come your way.  
Do not forget to label your outer wear 
and use chapstick if your lips get 

chapped in the colder weather.   

In case of any emergency, know who 
to contact and where your “safe” 
place is.  Practice with your family 

(and pets). 

Should a school closing be 
necessary, families are notified in the 

following four ways: 

 An instant alert phone message 
and e-mail will be sent to all 

parents 

 There will be a message on the 
WBL school closing hotline- 

651-407-7540 

 A message will be posted on 

www.isd624.org 

 Closings will be posted on local 

news channels 

 

The Lost and Found is getting pretty full of warm coats, jackets, 
shoes, gloves and hats.  It’s easy to forget your jacket, but your 
outerwear misses you.  Make sure to look through the lost and 
found and don’t forget to label your outerwear.  Clothes not picked 
up will be donated to a local group/store during Winter Break. 

We have a new volunteer system.  Parent volunteers can now go to 
www.google.com and login to email using the following login 
information:   
 

Email: MatoskaParentVolunteers@isd624.org 
 

Password: mpvol2012 
 

With the new email you can view volunteer requests and an interactive 
sign-up sheets for various opportunities. Users can also send email to 
the same address for all volunteers to view. 

 

PHOTOS NEEDED! 

Do you have a special school time 

memory you want included in the 

yearbook?  Email submissions to 

katyvernon@gmail.com with classroom 

activity or teacher’s name included.  

Photos should be less than 10MB.   

 

SAINTS NORTH PARENT NEEDED! 

MIPTO needs a parent who would be willing to help out on the 

roller skating nights.  Responsibilities include collecting monies 

from the fundraising event and working with Saints North. 

http://www.matoskaparents.weelby.com
http://www.isd624.org

