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Matoska International Parent Teacher Organization (MIPTO) 

Today's Edition:  April 25, 2013 

IMPORTANT DATES  

No School - Monday, May 27 

MIPTO Meeting Dates - May 14, June 
11. 6:30pm in Media Center 

Leonardo’s Pizzeria - 4pm to close– 
May 7, June 4 

Carnival Planning Meetings in Media 
Center - April 30 at 6:30pm 

Upcoming Events 

4/25 - Fall 2013 New Kindergarten 
Gathering Night 

May 
3 - School Carnival Night 
6-10 - Teacher Appreciation Week 
7 - Patrol Picnic 
9 - 4th Grade Field Trip (Big River 
Adventure) 
22 - Volunteer Appreciation Breakfast 
30 - Exhibition Day 
30 - Portfolio Night 
31 - All School Fun Day 

June 
4 - Patrols Valleyfair Field Trip 
6 - Last Day of School 

Every year, I look forward to the Art Show and Silent Auction.  
This year, the show was held in three rooms.  Kindergarten 
through 2nd grade were on side of the gym, grades 3 through 
5 were on the other side and the silent auction and sale items 
were in the media center.  Just like I do ever year, I slowly 
peruse through the classroom art tables, making sure to stop 
by and get lemonade and cookies.  I try to limit myself to one 
cookie and one cup of lemonade, but just like the art on sale, 
it is hard to stop at just one.   

I do my due diligence and admire each classroom’s group art 
projects and “oooh and ahhh” at the talents of the students.  I 
cannot take home my children’s art projects just yet and 
settle for the fact that I have to wait until the end of the year 
to proudly put my children’s art work on display at home.  But 
wait!  There are other art projects that I can take home!   

Satiated with the cookie and lemonade, I finally make my way 
over to the sale items.  I was one of the lucky few who 
snatched up a Matoska Mug and an alcohol painted trivet.  
Students were on hand to make duct tape flower pencils, 
which was next to the origami corsages.  Photo cards of 
students’ scenic drawings and cool pins and magnets were 
nearby too.  But I was also on the prowl for the silent auction 
items.  Far from reach, the framed art and canvas paintings 
were high up on the library shelves.  Hearts, dots and really 
cool looking chairs were all up for auction.  This year, I won 
Mrs. Eastburn’s classroom painting...and I did it without 
hovering over the bidding sheets.   

So like this year, I will continue to be excited for the art show 
next year because 1) Art is cool! 2) Matoska cares about Art 
Enrichment, 3) Volunteers are amazing!, 4) I am a proud 
Matoska mom! and 5) Matoska students are talented artists 
who are all fostered and supported by people who care about 
enriching the lives of students. 
 

A special goes to all of the art volunteers!  

TESTING UPDATES 

Please check your child’s Peek of the 
Week to find out when they are taking 
the MCA Math and Reading sections 
as well as the NWEA MAP 
assessments.   

Make sure your child is well-rested, 
has eaten healthy meals prior to the 
tests.   



INFORMATION AT A GLANCE 

Important Numbers: 

Attendance Line:  651-653-2848. 

Transportation Changes? Contact 
Carolyn Kay in the main office at 651-
653-2847 by 3:00pm.  Any later and 
your child may not get the message. 

Welcome Spring!  The snow is 
melting and we can see the grass.  
Be careful because with all the snow 
melt, there are still some slick spots.  
Make sure to dress appropriately for 
whatever weather conditions come 
your way.  Do not forget to label your 
outer wear and use chapstick if your 
lips get chapped in the colder 
weather.   

In case of any emergency, know who 
to contact and where your “safe” 
place is.  Practice with your family 
(and pets). 

Should a school closing be 
necessary, families are notified in the 
following four ways: 

 An instant alert phone message 

and e-mail will be sent to all 
parents 

 There will be a message on the 

WBL school closing hotline- 

651-407-7540 

 A message will be posted on 

www.isd624.org 

 Closings will be posted on local 

news channels 

The Matoska Technology plan has a goal to bring 5-6 Chromebooks into each upper grade 
classroom and 5-6 tablets into each primary grade classroom, as well as additional training 
for teachers.  Matoska International will implement this technology plan over the next four 
years.  Between now and May 1, MIPTO will match dollar for dollar every donation made to 
the PTO to support the technology plan (up to $5000.00) 

We have a new volunteer system.  Parent volunteers can now 
go to www.google.com and login to email using the following 
login information:   
 

Email: MatoskaParentVolunteers@isd624.org 
Password: mpvol2012 
 

With the new email you can view volunteer requests and an 
interactive sign-up sheets for various opportunities. Users can 
also send email to the same address for all volunteers to view. 

 

RAFFLE TICKET SALES 

Raffle tickets (16) went home with each student.  If you sell the 
tickets, please make sure to include the stub with the name and 
contact information of the adult purchasing the ticket(s).  If you 
sell 8 raffle tickets, you receive a four-punch card to use during 
the carnival (this only applies to the first 8 tickets sold). 

 

RETURN ANY UNSOLD RAFFLE TICKETS TO YOUR 
CLASSROOM TEACHER.   
 

END OF YEAR EVENT VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

Volunteers are needed for the upcoming events.   

 Carnival – May 3rd (especially 2nd Shift and Cleanup) 

 Matoska Options Day – May 31st   

National Teacher 
Appreciation Week is 
May 6 - 10. Please help 
us let our teachers & 
staff know how much 
we appreciate all that 
they do for our young 
learners!  A quick note, 
hug, or that one simple 
word… “THANKS!”...is 
all it takes! Psst…pass 
your gratitude on to any 
other teachers you 
know and care about! 

http://www.isd624.org


 
 

 
 
 
Mark your calendar for May 3 at 5:30pm.  
Matoska’s Spring Carnival will be AWESOME! 
 

There will be GAMES, MINNOW RACES, FACE PAINTING, 
WACKY HAIR, HENNA, and a BOUNCY HOUSE.   
 

New this year!  PHOTO BOOTH and a “JAIL AND BAIL”.  Take 
funny pictures with your friends and see your favorite 
teachers in ‘jail’.  Set ‘bail’ by having your teachers do funny 
things like sing a goofy song or hop on one foot. 
 

ITEMS FOR SALE:  Leonardo’s Pizza, Chocolate Chip Cookies, 
Mini Donuts, and Acapulco (cash only). 
 

TICKETS: Pre-purchase 12-punch card for $5 or buy a 10-
punch card at the door for $5. 
 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:  Volunteers are still needed by both 
1st and 2nd shifts.  Help sell food, run a game and do clean 
up.  Your help is appreciated.  Sign up on the Volunteer site 
(see second page for log in instructions).   



Thank you to all the ART LEADERS AND HELPERS for 
volunteering your time in the classrooms to enrich the 
lives our students.  The Art Show and Silent Auction 
were a huge success! 

Kindergarten 
Jeske 

Leaders: Pete Whitcomb & Erin Florin 
Helpers: Andrea Mueller, Kellie Bostic, Lenore 

Bolfing 
Rutherford 

Leader: Amy Carney 
Maple 

Leader: Kristin Warner 
Helper: Mirla Sorenson 

Fischbach 
Leader: Emilee Paulson 
Helpers: Suzanne Gillman, Gordon Broch, Jen 

Greene 
First Grade 
Harding 

Leader: Kathleen Barton 
Helpers: Liz Gunderson 

Eastburn/Esbolt 
Leader: Allison Drusch & Molly Guidinger 

Larson 
Leader: Jill Christianson 
Helpers: Sara Schurr & Elizabeth Schurr 

Hayden 
Leader: Christine Morrison & Lynn Amon 
Helpers: Janet Carlson Casa-deCalvo, Amie 

Graebner 
Winkler 

Leader: Angela Hunstiger 
Helpers: Gayle Chapman, Kristen Hansen, Amy 

Christensen 
Second Grade 
Coorough 

Leaders: Shannon Otto & Beth Rogers 
Helpers: Sara Perfetti, Colleen Brockberg, Jessica 

Collier, Gail Davis, Kristen Arkell 
 
 
 

Quistad 
Leader: Jen Greene 
Helpers: Patty Tobeck, Crystal Johnson, Sara 

Loudenslager 
Fulton 

Leader: Dana Stob 
Helpers: Andrea Mueller, Kristen Willcoxon, Becky 

Richnofsky 
Baillet 

Leader: Dana Stob 
Helpers: Jean Fusco, Sarah Tripple 

Third Grade 
Reckinger 

Leaders: Sara Ring & Kim Turniske 
Helpers: Angel Fleming, Laura Aichele, Ann Menier, 

Heidi Gunderson, Denise Gilbert 
Pai 

Leader: Christine Morrison & Janet Berryhill 
Helpers: Kellie Mullin, Sara Hesseltine 

Mahoney 
Leader:  Kellie Mullin 
Helper: Elizabeth Leier 

Fourth Grade 
Quinn 

Leaders: Amy Contreras 
Helpers: Sara Perfetti, Andrea Pescosolido 

Bataglia 
Leaders: Jill Christianson, Kathleen Barton 
Helpers: Shannon VanHouten, Gary Schulte, Tera 

Kunze, Leah Blair, Ash St. John 
Bianco 

Leader: Nicky LaValley 
Helper: Janell Bush, Amelia , Amy Maijala 

Mack 
Leaders: Heather O’Brien, Betsy Diekema, Dana 

Stob 
Helpers: Gigi Davis, Lisa Reichstadt 

Fifth Grade – all classes 
Leader: Ann Menier 
Helpers: Laura Aichele, Heidi Gunderson, Lisa 

Reichstadt, Bhas Jhasthi, Kristen Willcoxon, 
Cathy Behun, Lona Peterson, Betsy Diekema, 
Sara Schurr 


